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except a vine-branch, which the centurions usually carried in their hands.
The soldiers informed Anastasius Fortunatus, prefect of the legion, by
whose order Marcellus was committed to prison. When the festival was
over, this judge ordered Marcellus to be brought before him, and asked
him what he meant by his late proceedings. Marcellus said, " When you
celebrated the emperor's festival on the I2th before the calends of August
(the day on which Maximian had been declared Caesar), I said aloud that
I was a Christian, and could serve no other than Jesus Christ, the Son of
God." Fortunatus told him that it was not in his power to connive at his
rashness, and that he was obliged to lay his case before the Emperor
Maximian and Constantius Csesar. Marcellus was sent under a strong
guard to Aurelian Agricolaus, vicar to the prefect of the praetorium, who
was then at Tangier, in Africa. Agricolaus asked him whether he had
really done as the judge's letter set forth; and, upon his confessing the
fact, the vicar passed sentence of death upon him for desertion and impiety,
as he called his action. St Marcellus was forthwith led to execution and
beheaded on the 3<Dth of October. His relics were afterwards translated
from Tangier to Leon, in Spain, and are kept in a rich shrine in the chief
parish church in that city, of which he is the titular saint.

We justly honour the martyrs, whom God himself honours. Martyrdom
is the most heroic act of divine love, and the most perfect and entire sacrifice
man can make of himself to God. Of all the goods of this life man has
nothing more precious and dear than his life and honour. And what
stronger proof can he give of his fidelity to the law of God than to embrace
with joy an ignominious and cruel death rather than consent to sin ? God
proportions his rewards and crowns to the measure of our sufferings and
love for him. How great, then, is the glory, how abundant the recompense
which attends the martyrs! They rejoiced to see their torments redoubled
manifold, because they had before their eyes the incomparably greater
increase of grace, divine love, and eternal glory. If we shrink under the
least sufferings, it is plain our faith and our idea of everlasting bliss must
be very weak, and our love faint and imperfect.

The following feasts are celebrated on October 30 :

ST ALPHONSUS RODRIGUEZ, S.J., 1531-1617 : ST ASTERIXJS, Bishop of Amasea in Pontus, a
father of the Church who, in early life, pleaded at the bar until the love of God continually ex-
horting him, he devoted himself to the spiritual service of his neighbours; his sennons paint
avarice and luxury in their true deformity, and show charity to the poor to be his own favourite
virtue* Writing on relics, he says, " the martyrs defend the Church as soldiers guard a citadel":
ST GERMANUS, Bishop of Capua, sent by Pope Honnisdas to put an end to the Oriental schism
of forty years; St Bennet is said to have seen this saint hi a vision at the hour of his death, carried
by angels to eternal bliss (about 540): and ST MAJRCELLUS THE CENTURION, martyr.